
Zhoubi Bowl
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Valley fold lightly in half and crease to mark the 

midpoints on the top and right edges.

Lightly fold the lower left corner to the midpoint of

the top edge and crease a mark on the right edge.

Lightly fold the upper left corner to the midpoint

of the right edge and crease a mark on the bottom 

edge.

Bring the indicated marks together, valley folding 

from the top to bottom edge.



Using the creases as a guide, valley fold in 

the corner.

Fold in the other corners. Note that you 

now have four 3-4-5 triangles and a visual 

proof of the Pythagorean theorem that 

predates Pythagoras. 

Using the long edge of the lower left 

triangle as a guide, mountain fold 

through both layers and return.

5 6
7 8

Valley fold, bringing the ends of the crease just made

to meet.

This elegant method of division was developed by Kazuo Haga.



Repeat on the other three sides.

Repeat on the other three sides. Mountain fold through both layers from the 

corner of the triangle to the crease just made.

Open the triangular flaps back out.
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Locate these folds and reverse their 

orientation. (Id est: these folds are 

mountain folds – switch them to valley 

folds.)

Locate these folds and reverse their 

orientation.

Locate these folds and reverse their 

orientation.

Enough precreasing! Fold as indicated and 

swing to the right. (See the next step for a 

hint.)
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Fold as indicated and swing to the right. Like this.

Fold as indicated and swing down. Fold as indicated and swing to the left. 

(See where we’re going with this?)
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Fold as indicated and swing up. Lift up the flap on the left and tuck the 

right flap in. The compression of the bowl 

will hold all the flaps in place.

The finished Zhoubi Bowl.

These diagrams are licensed under a Creative 

Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share 

Alike 3.0 Unported License. 

  . That means you can duplicate these diagrams and 

give them away.

  . That means you can display or teach this model 

publicly, without asking permission.

  . That means you can modify this model and 

publish your results, so long as you give credit 

and don’t try to lock down your work with 

copyright or try to make money with it without 

permission.

  . That means this is open source origami. 

Freedom is not license, but this license can set you 

free. Play nice.
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